Developing a competency-based program for conscious sedation.
This article reviews the growth of IVCS usage from OR to bedside, including criteria set by professional organizations and regulatory agencies, and presents the development of a competency-based program for the IVCS monitor. The planning and implementation process for the IVCS competency program is discussed in terms of phases selection of IVCS monitoring staff, training of staff, competency verification, and competency maintenance. Because health care institutions must address the professional and regulatory standards of practice in IVCS, quality management activities are essential.